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Between Serb and Albanian - Miranda Vickers 1998
The dissolution of communism and the rise of ethnic and religious
conflict throughout the former Yugoslavia, which sparked the war among
Bosnians, Serbs, and Croats, has captivated the attention of the Western
media throughout the 1990s. But little notice has been paid to the
growing ethnic and religious tensions within the Serbian province of
Kosovo -- tensions that now pose a serious threat to the security of the
Balkans. Nearly 90 percent of the population of Kosovo is composed of
Albanian Muslims, many of whom support a growing movement -- at first
peaceful, but now turning violent -- for independence from Christian
Serbia. In Between Serb and Albanian, Miranda Vickers explores the
roots of this conflict and tracks the recent trajectory of Serbian and
Albanian relations in Kosovo. The first third of the book outlines the
history of Kosovo during the medieval and Ottoman periods, when
relations between the two communities were generally good. The second
part examines Kosovo since 1945, when the area fell under Serbian
administration in the socialist Yugoslav system. Vickers concludes by
surveying the steady deterioration in Serb-Albanian relations since the
disintegration of Yugoslavia in 1981. With careful detail, she reveals how
a largely peaceful. politically driven campaign for the independence of
Kosovo has recently turned to violence with terrorist attacks on Serb
political and military institutions, on Albanians thought to be
collaborating with the Serbs, and on Serbs themselves. In the process,
the author provides a balanced account of the Serb and Albanian
positions, while placing much of the blame for the current situation on
the repressive policies of Serb dictatorSlobodan Milosevic. Vickers sees
ominous portents that the conflict may soon spread to neighboring
Balkan countries. This book is essential reading for all those wishing to
understand the historical, social, and cultural aspects of ethnic and
religious strife in Serbia, and the implications of this conflict for the
current political situation in all of southeast Europe.
The Pechenegs - Aleksander Paroń 2021
"In The Pechenegs: Nomads in the Political and Cultural Landscape of
Medieval Europe Aleksander Paroń offers a reflection on the history of
the Pechenegs, a nomadic people which came to control the Black Sea
steppe by the end of the ninth century. Nomadic peoples have often been
presented in European historiography as aggressors and destroyers
whose appearance led to only chaotic decline and economic stagnation.
Making use of historical and archaeological sources along with abundant
comparative material, Aleksander Paroń offers here a multifaceted and
cogent image of the nomads' relations with neighboring political and
cultural communities in the tenth and eleventh centuries"-The Tribes of Albania - Robert Elsie 2015-04-24
Northern Albania and Montenegro are the only regions in Europe to have
retained a true tribal society up to the mid-twentieth century. This book
provides the first scholarly investigation of this tribal society, a pioneer
work that offers a detailed survey of all the major Albanian-speaking
tribes in Albania, Montenegro and Kosovo. Robert Elsie provides
comprehensive material on the 69 different tribes, including data on
their locations, religious affiliations, tribal structures and relations,
population statistics, tribal folklore, legends and history. Also included
are excerpts from the works of prominent nineteenth and early-twentieth
century writers, such as Edith Durham and Johann Georg von Hahn, who
travelled through the tribal regions, as well as short biographies on
prominent figures linked to the tribes. As the first book of its kind, The
Tribes of Albania will be of interest to scholars and students of the
Balkans, of southeastern European anthropology, ethnography and
history.

Area Handbook for Albania - William Giloane 2021-04-25
"Area Handbook for Albania" by William Giloane, Eston T. White, James
M. Moore, Sarah Jane Elpern, Eugene K. Keefe, Stephen Peters.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction
and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability
for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are
user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
Political Tribes - Amy Chua 2018-02-20
The bestselling author of Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, Yale Law
School Professor Amy Chua offers a bold new prescription for reversing
our foreign policy failures and overcoming our destructive political
tribalism at home Humans are tribal. We need to belong to groups. In
many parts of the world, the group identities that matter most – the ones
that people will kill and die for – are ethnic, religious, sectarian, or clanbased. But because America tends to see the world in terms of nationstates engaged in great ideological battles – Capitalism vs. Communism,
Democracy vs. Authoritarianism, the “Free World” vs. the “Axis of Evil” –
we are often spectacularly blind to the power of tribal politics. Time and
again this blindness has undermined American foreign policy. In the
Vietnam War, viewing the conflict through Cold War blinders, we never
saw that most of Vietnam’s “capitalists” were members of the hated
Chinese minority. Every pro-free-market move we made helped turn the
Vietnamese people against us. In Iraq, we were stunningly dismissive of
the hatred between that country’s Sunnis and Shias. If we want to get
our foreign policy right – so as to not be perpetually caught off guard and
fighting unwinnable wars – the United States has to come to grips with
political tribalism abroad. Just as Washington’s foreign policy
establishment has been blind to the power of tribal politics outside the
country, so too have American political elites been oblivious to the group
identities that matter most to ordinary Americans – and that are tearing
the United States apart. As the stunning rise of Donald Trump laid bare,
identity politics have seized both the American left and right in an
especially dangerous, racially inflected way. In America today, every
group feels threatened: whites and blacks, Latinos and Asians, men and
women, liberals and conservatives, and so on. There is a pervasive sense
of collective persecution and discrimination. On the left, this has given
rise to increasingly radical and exclusionary rhetoric of privilege and
cultural appropriation. On the right, it has fueled a disturbing rise in
xenophobia and white nationalism. In characteristically persuasive style,
Amy Chua argues that America must rediscover a national identity that
transcends our political tribes. Enough false slogans of unity, which are
just another form of divisiveness. It is time for a more difficult unity that
acknowledges the reality of group differences and fights the deep
inequities that divide us.
Clans and Democratization: Chechnya, Albania, Afghanistan and
Iraq - Charlotte Hille 2020-05-06
In Clans and Democratization, Charlotte Hille investigates clan societies
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Albania and Chechnya. She explores and compares
the values of clans with those in Western democratic states, while
focusing at conflict resolution and democratization. Based on theory and
practice, this book provides tools to facilitate democratic state building
in clan-based societies.
Albanian Identities - Stephanie Schwandner-Sievers 2002
The contributors to this study critically de-construct Albanian myths and
offer insights into Albanian history and politics. They conclude with
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contemporary Albanian critiques of the origins and functions of Albanian
politics and ideologies.
Historical Dictionary of Albania - Robert Elsie 2010-03-19
Albania is not well known by outsiders; it was deliberately closed to the
outside world during the communist era. Now it has thankfully become
free again, its borders are open and it can be visited, and it is
increasingly integrating with the rest of Europe and beyond.
Unfortunately, Albania has had its share of problems in the postcommunist era; it's a land of destitution and despair, thanks in part to
the Albanian mafia, which has turned the country into one of blood-feuds,
kalashnikovs, and eternal crises. Yet, Albania is, in essence, a European
nation like any other and will soon, it is to be hoped, advance and take its
proper place in Europe and the world. The second edition of the
Historical Dictionary of Albania relates the history of this little-known
country through a detailed chronology, an introduction, a bibliography,
appendixes, and over 700 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
significant persons, places, and events; institutions and organizations;
and political, economic, social, cultural, and religious facets.
Blood Revenge - Christopher Boehm 1987

characterized by a depth of understanding of the people of the region,
lively and perceptive anecdotes as well as her exasperation at the
governments of the western powers which had a tendency to ignore
reports of the plight of the Albanian people. This book contains over 800
previously unpublished letters from Durham in Albania to friends and
family back in England, as well as her correspondence with those in
positions of authority – diplomats, politicians and journalists. Together,
they provide a unique record of a crucial period in Albanian history from
the perspective on an extraordinarily active and influential individual.
The Myth of the Twelve Tribes of Israel - Andrew Tobolowsky 2022
"His father's stolen blessing in hand, the young Jacob, not yet a
patriarch, lights out for the territories. His flight rewinds history,
retracing the thread of family destiny back to Harran, where once his
grandfather Abraham heard the voice of a new god speaking: lech lecha,
take yourself and go. This time, it is the voice of his mother Rebekah that
Jacob heard, telling him "look, Esau your brother is consoling himself by
plotting to kill you" (Gen. 27:42). He chooses the better part of valor and
his life not only begins, but, happily for him, continues. In Harran, in the
home of his uncle Laban, Jacob will marry, not once but twice, and
become the father of thirteen children-one daughter, and twelve sons
(Gen. 29-30). After fourteen years, Jacob and his family return to Canaan,
and near the end of his life, travel from Canaan to Egypt (Gen. 46). In
Egypt, in the fullness of time, the descendants of Jacob's twelve sons
become the twelve tribes of Israel, a populous and powerful nation. From
the book of Exodus on, the myth of the twelve tribes of Israel is the
beating heart of the story the Bible tells. It is the tribes that Moses leads
out of Egypt, into the wilderness"-The Struggle for Scutari (Turk, Slav, and Albanian) - Mary Edith Durham
1914

National Romanticism - Balázs Trencsényi 2007-01-10
67 texts, including hymns, manifestos, articles or extracts from lengthy
studies exemplify the relation between Romanticism and the national
movements in the cultural space ranging from Poland to the Ottoman
Empire. Each text is accompanied by a presentation of the author, and by
an analysis of the context in which the respective work was born.The end
of the 18th century and first decades of the 19th were in many respects a
watershed period in European history. The ideas of the Enlightenment
and the dramatic convulsions of the French Revolution had shattered the
old bonds and cast doubt upon the established moral and social norms of
the old corporate society. In culture a new trend, Romanticism, was
successfully asserting itself against Classicism and provided a new key
for a growing number of activists to 're-imagine' their national
community, reaching beyond the traditional frameworks of identification
(such as the 'political nation', regional patriotism, or Christian
universalism). The collection focuses on the interplay of Romantic
cultural discourses and the shaping of national ideology throughout the
19th century, tracing the patterns of cultural transfer with Western
Europe as well as the mimetic competition of national ideologies within
the region.
Rethinking the Late Ottoman Empire - Isa Blumi 2010-06-30

High Albania - Mary Edith Durham 1909
Albanian Folktales and Legends - Robert Elsie 2015-01-20
Folktales are still very much alive in the mountains of Albania, a land of
haunted history. They are recited in the evenings after a day's work or
out in the fields, are learned by heart and pass, as if immortal, from one
generation to the next. Whose imagination could not be captured by the
cunning of the Scurfhead, by the demands of the Earthly Beauty, by the
heroic feats of Muja and Halil or by the appearance of a fiery Kulshedra
in the forest? Included in this collection are not only folktales but prose
versions of some of the best-known Albanian legends (based on historical
or mythological events and figures). The adventures of Muja and Halil
and their band of mountain warriors are still told and indeed sung in epic
verse in the northern Albanian mountains, and the exploits of the great
Scanderbeg, the Albanian national hero who freed large parts of the
country from Turkish rule in the fifteenth century, are recounted
everywhere Albanians gather, as if events five centuries old had taken
place yesterday.
Albanian Alphabets - Robert Elsie 2017-03-09
The hundred years between 1750 and 1850 were an age of astounding
orthographic diversity in Albania. In this period, the Albanian language
was put to writing in at least ten different alphabets - most certainly a
record for European languages. This book introduces the diverse forms
in which this old Balkan language was recorded, from the earliest
documents to the beginning of the twentieth century. They consist of
adaptations of the Latin, Greek, Arabic and Cyrillic alphabets and, what
is even more interesting, a number of locally invented writing systems.
Most of the latter alphabets have now been forgotten and are unknown,
even to the Albanians themselves.
The Routledge Handbook of Balkan and Southeast European History John R. Lampe 2020-10
"Disentangling a controversial history of turmoil and progress, this
Handbook provides essential guidance through the complex past of a
region that was previously known as the Balkans but is now better
known as Southeastern Europe. It gathers 47 international scholars and
researchers from the region. They stand back from the premodern claims
and recent controversies stirred by the wars of Yugoslavia's dissolution.
Parts I and II explore shifting early modern divisions among three
empires to the national movements and independent states that intruded
with Great Power intervention on Ottoman and Habsburg territory in the
nineteenth century. Part III traces a full decade of war centered on the
First World War, with forced migrations rivalling the great loss of life.
Part IV addresses the interwar promise and the later authoritarian
politics of five newly independent states: Albania, Bulgaria, Greece,
Romania and Yugoslavia. Separate attention is paid in Part V to the

War, Memory, and National Identity in the Hebrew Bible - Jacob L.
Wright 2020-07-23
The Hebrew Bible is permeated with depictions of military conflicts that
have profoundly shaped the way many think about war. Why does war
occupy so much space in the Bible? In this book, Jacob Wright offers a
fresh and fascinating response to this question: War pervades the Bible
not because ancient Israel was governed by religious factors (such as
'holy war') or because this people, along with its neighbors in the ancient
Near East, was especially bellicose. The reason is rather that the Bible is
fundamentally a project of constructing a new national identity for Israel,
one that can both transcend deep divisions within the population and
withstand military conquest by imperial armies. Drawing on the
intriguing interdisciplinary research on war commemoration, Wright
shows how biblical authors, like the architects of national identities from
more recent times, constructed a new and influential notion of
peoplehood in direct relation to memories of war, both real and
imagined. This book is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
Indianapolis - M. Teresa Baer 2012-01-01
The booklet opens with the Delaware Indians prior to 1818. White
Americans quickly replaced the natives. Germanic people arrived during
the mid-nineteenth century. African American indentured servants and
free blacks migrated to Indianapolis. After the Civil War, southern blacks
poured into the city. Fleeing war and political unrest, thousands of
eastern and southern Europeans came to Indianapolis. Anti-immigration
laws slowed immigration until World War II. Afterward, the city
welcomed students and professionals from Asia and the Middle East and
refugees from war-torn countries such as Vietnam and poor countries
such as Mexico. Today, immigrants make Indianapolis more diverse and
culturally rich than ever before.
Letters from Albania - Mary Durham 2015-11-25
Mary Edith Durham fought tirelessly for Albanian independence and her
practical help and support for the tribes of northern Albania earned her
the title of the 'Queen of the Mountains'. Her writing from the Balkans is
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spread of European economic and social features that had begun in the
nineteenth century. The Second World War again cost the region dearly
in death and destruction and, as noted in Part VI, in interethnic violence.
A final set of chapters in Part VII examines postwar and Cold War
experiences that varied among the four Communist regimes as well as
for non-Communist Greece. Lastly, a brief Epilogue takes the narrative
past 1989 into the uncertainties that persist in Yugoslavia's successor
states and its neighbors. Providing fresh analysis from recent
scholarship, the brief and accessible chapters of the Handbook address
the general reader as well as students and scholars. For further study,
each chapter includes a short list of selected readings"-The Archaeology of Tribal Societies - William A. Parkinson 2002-03-01
Anthropological archaeologists have long attempted to develop models
that will let them better understand the evolution of human social
organization. In our search to understand how chiefdoms and states
evolve, and how those societies differ from egalitarian 'bands', we have
neglected to develop models that will aid the understanding of the wide
range of variability that exists between them. This volume attempts to fill
this gap by exploring social organization in tribal - or 'autonomous
village' - societies from several different ethnographic, ethnohistoric, and
archaeological contexts - from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Period in the
Near East to the contemporary Jivaro of Amazonia.
Rebels, Believers, Survivors - Noel Malcolm 2020-07-10
Thanks to its half-century under Communism, as well as its little-known
language, Albania has suffered from neglect and a sense of isolation. Yet,
as this study helps to show, the Albanian lands have a long history of
interaction with others. They have been a meeting-ground of Christianity
and Islam; a channel through which Venice connected with the Ottoman
Balkans; a place of interest to the Habsburgs; and a focus for the
ambitions of neighbouring powers in the late Ottoman period. Albanians
themselves could have many different identities. The studies in this
volume, by one of the world's leading experts on Albanian history, range
from the fifteenth century to the twentieth, taking in politics, social
history, religion and diplomacy. Each is based on original research; the
longest, on Ali Pasha, uses a wealth of manuscript material to tell, for the
first time, the full story of the vital role he played in the international
politics of the Napoleonic Wars. Other studies bring to life ordinary
individuals hitherto unknown to history: women hauled before the
Inquisition, for example, or the author of the first Albanian
autobiography. Some of these studies have been printed before (several
in hard-to-find publications, and one only in Albanian), but the greater
part of this book appears here for the first time. This is not only a
landmark publication for readers interested in south-east European
history. It also engages with many broader issues, including religious
conversion, 'crypto-Christianity' among Muslims, methods of
enslavement within the Ottoman Empire, and the nature of modern mythmaking about national identity.
Women Who Become Men - Antonia Young 2000
Based on extensive interviews, this text tells the frank and engrossing
stories of these women, setting their lives within the wider context of a
country undergoing radical upheaval and social transformation.
The Albanians - Edwin E. Jacques 2009

tribes in Albania, Montenegro and Kosovo. Robert Elsie provides
comprehensive material on the 69 different tribes, including data on
their locations, religious affiliations, tribal structures and relations,
population statistics, tribal folklore, legends and history. Also included
are excerpts from the works of prominent nineteenth and early-twentieth
century writers, such as Edith Durham and Johann Georg von Hahn, who
travelled through the tribal regions, as well as short biographies on
prominent figures linked to the tribes. As the first book of its kind, The
Tribes of Albania will be of interest to scholars and students of the
Balkans, of southeastern European anthropology, ethnography and
history.
Albania: a Country Study - Raymond Zickel 2013-06-10
This volume is one in a continuing series of books prepared by the
Federal Research Division of the Library of Congress under the Country
Studies/Area Handbook Program sponsored by the Department of the
Army.
Tales from Old Shkodra - Robert Elsie 2015-02-09
In the 1920s and 1930s, the writers of Shkodra in northern Albania were
profoundly aware of the misery around them, and it is perhaps the
extreme diversity of their social environment which furthered their
talents. They looked to the West and longed for a new, European Albania,
yet they found themselves in an archaic society, one so bound by the
force of tradition and custom that progress was impossible. Their
writings reflected and gave full expression to this dilemma. The present
collection brings together a number of well-known short stories and
prose sketches by two of the finest Albanian writers of the first half of
the twentieth century: Ernest Koliqi and Migjeni. These two men of
Shkodra, one raised as a Catholic and the other as Orthodox, could
scarcely have been more different.
History of the Greek Revolution - George Finlay 1861
The Thistle and the Drone - Akbar S. Ahmed 2013
Argues that the campaigns that fall under "The War on Terror" have
exacerbated the already-broken relationship between central Islamic
governments and the tribal societies within their borders.
Light and Shadow - Michael L. Galaty 2013-12-31
Employing survey archaeology, excavation, ethnographic study, and
multinational archival work, the Shala Valley Project uncovered the many
powerful, creative ways whereby the men and women of Shala shaped
their world: through dynamic, world-systemic relationships with the
powers that surrounded but never fully conquered them. The Shala
Valley Project presents the highlanders, the malesore, in the full
complexity of their lives, while also unveiling a new, deeper history for
the region--a history that reaches back to an unexpected fortified Iron
Age site. Light and Shadow tells many stories. Archaeologists, historians,
and students of tribes, of empires, of imperial-indigenous relations, of
blood feud, of kinship, of the built landscape, of world-systems theory
and sustainability science, and more, will find much here to digest. The
people of Shala, to which Light and Shadow is dedicated, may serve as
an example in our modern age, one in which persistent, tribal peoples
still fight for their survival, and seek to preserve some degree of
independence from capitalist economies bent on their incorporation.
A Short History of the United States - Robert V. Remini 2009-10-06
In A Short History of the United States, National Book Award winner
Robert V. Remini offers a much-needed, concise history of our country.
This accessible and lively volume contains the essential facts about the
discovery, settlement, growth, and development of the American nation
and its institutions, including the arrival and migration of Native
Americans, the founding of a republic under the Constitution, the
emergence of the United States as a world power, the outbreak of
terrorism here and abroad, the Obama presidency, and everything in
between.
The Balkans - American Historical Association. Historical Service Board
1944

The Discovery of Albania - Johann George von Hahn 2015-05-12
Johann Georg von Hahn - a nineteenth-century Austrian diplomat and
explorer - is generally considered to be the founder of Albanian Studies
as a scholarly discipline. It was he who first studied the Balkan country
and its people, and who brought them to the attention of the academic
world. Despite this acclaim, his work has not been widely available in
English until now. In this volume, Robert Elsie has translated Hahn's
most important works relating to his travels and studies in Albania
during the mid-nineteenth century. Hahn's interests were broad, but he
was especially interested in the tribes of Albania and Kosovo and made
several ethnographic studies of the cultures and traditions of the tribes
he encountered on his travels - including the Kelmendi, Hoti and Kastrati
tribes. This volume will be invaluable readers for scholars of Balkan
history and anthropology.
A History of Saudi Arabia - Madawi al-Rasheed 2010-04
This new edition covers the political, economic and social developments
in Saudi Arabia since 9/11 to the present day.
The Tribes of Albania - Robert Elsie 2015-04-30
Northern Albania and Montenegro are the only regions in Europe to have
retained a true tribal society up to the mid-twentieth century. This book
provides the first scholarly investigation of this tribal society, a pioneer
work that offers a detailed survey of all the major Albanian-speaking

The Albanians - Miranda Vickers 2014-02-27
This is the first full account of a country that, following decades of
isolation, has undergone unprecedented changes to its political system:
the collapse of communism, the progression to multi-party elections and
the upheaval that followed the March 1997 uprising. Miranda Vickers
traces the history of the Albanian people from the Ottoman period to the
formation of the Albanian Communist Party. She considers the
charismatic leadership of Enver Hoxha; Albania's relationship with Tito
and the alliance with the Soviet Union and then China; and the long
period of isolation. Newly revised for this paperback edition, The
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Lord Byron, and his military prowess led Britain, Russia and France to
seek his alliance during the Napoleonic Wars. His activities undermined
the Sultans authority and ultimately led to the Greek War of
Independence.Quentin and Eugenia Russell describe his remarkable life
and military career as well as the legacy he bequeathed in his homeland
as a nationalist hero and further afield as inspiration for writers and
artists of the Romantic movement.
A History of Algeria - James McDougall 2017-04-24
Covering a period of five hundred years, from the arrival of the Ottomans
to the aftermath of the Arab uprisings, James McDougall presents an
expansive new account of the modern history of Africa's largest country.
Drawing on substantial new scholarship and over a decade of research,
McDougall places Algerian society at the centre of the story, tracing the
continuities and the resilience of Algeria's people and their cultures
through the dramatic changes and crises that have marked the country.
Whether examining the emergence of the Ottoman viceroyalty in the
early modern Mediterranean, the 130 years of French colonial rule and
the revolutionary war of independence, the Third World nation-building
of the 1960s and 1970s, or the terrible violence of the 1990s, this book
will appeal to a wide variety of readers in African and Middle Eastern
history and politics, as well as those concerned with the wider affairs of
the Mediterranean.
Escape to Albania - Johanna Neumann 2015-10-09
Johanna Jutta Neumann, nee Gerechter, was born in 1930 of a Jewish
family in Hamburg. With the rise of the Nazis, she fled with her parents
to Albania where she spent the Second World War. Her memoirs narrate
the story of her childhood, of her years in Albania under Italian and
German occupation, and of her family's survival."
Albania Past and Present - Constantin Anastasi Chekrezi 1919

Albanians considers the gradual process of reform and the fragility of the
Albanian experiment with democracy, and includes a dramatic account of
the days leading up to Sali Berisha's resignation of the presidency. It has
now been updated to cover the crisis in Kosovo that has led to the first
'Western' war in Europe since 1945.
The Unwritten Law in Albania - Margaret Hasluck 2015-12-03
Originally published posthumously in 1954, this book presents a study of
the unwritten law of the Albanian mountain tribes by the renowned
Scottish anthropologist, classical scholar and ethnographer Margaret
Hasluck (1885-1948). In recording the legal aspects of tribal life, Hasluck
also provides detailed information on the everyday existence of the
tribes. Four chapters are given to the vendetta system, describing
minutely the obligations of vengeance, the manner of conducting a feud,
the degrees of expiation and the ways of ending. Other chapters give
information about the daily life of the household; the laws governing the
division of property; the administrative hierarchy; oaths, verdicts and
penalties; theft and murder. This book will be of value to anyone with an
interest in the writings of Hasluck, anthropology and the Albanian
mountain tribes.
Ali Pasha, Lion of Ioannina - Eugenia Russell 2017-09-30
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the life of a petty tyrant in an
obscure corner of the Ottoman Empire became the stuff of legend. What
propelled this cold-blooded archetype of Oriental despotism, grandly
known as the Lion of Yanina and the Balkan Napoleon, into the
consciousness of Western rulers and the general public? This book charts
the rise of Ali Pasha from brigand leader to a player in world affairs and,
ultimately, to a gruesome end.Ali exploited the internal weakness of the
Ottoman Empire to carve out his own de facto empire in Albania and
Western Greece. Although a ruthless tyrant guilty of cruel atrocities, his
lavish court became an attraction to Western travelers, most famously
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