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All the Shah's Men - Stephen Kinzer 2004-08-12
This is the first full-length account of the CIA's
coup d'etat in Iran in 1953—a covert operation
whose consequences are still with us today.
Written by a noted New York Times journalist,
this book is based on documents about the coup
(including some lengthy internal CIA reports)
that have now been declassified. Stephen
Kinzer's compelling narrative is at once a vital
piece of history, a cautionary tale, and a real-life
espionage thriller.

Barbarians of Oil - Sandy Franks 2011-05-12
An engaging look at the global oil industry and
how to navigate the price volatility and new
policies associated with it Oil is a constantly
changing industry, and with the recent BP oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico, more changes are
expected. From extra equipment, higher-cost
insurance, and expensive technology to
mandatory third-party inspections, costly delays,
and shifting investments, analysts say the price
tag of regulation will be stiff and not confined to

the Gulf. The oil industry affects everyone, and
the machinations of a few industry heads, the
"Barbarians of Oil," can drastically change the
lives of investors and consumers. In Barbarians
of Oil author Sandy Franks offers the tips
needed to avoid future market dips and dives as
well as safeguard your investments and profit in
the future. Details the petro-land grab in Africa,
the Bush-Halliburton Era, the Gulf Wars, and the
political dangers to the United States in Iran,
Iraq, and other oil-rich nations Looks at the BP
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and the impending
long-term effects on investments and policy
Explores the evolution of the modern oil industry
including major corporations such as
ExxonMobile, ConcoPhillips, Cheveron, and BP
Barbarians of Oil is a timely must read for hard-
working Americans concerned with their
prosperity, as well as for those fascinated with
the inner workings of the oil industry.

The Eagle and the Lion - James A. Bill
1988-01-01
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A leading scholar of Iran relates the reasons that
helped to destroy the American-Iranian
relationship and outlines measures to improve
future foreign policy-making

Nixon, Kissinger, and the Shah - Roham Alvandi
2016-11

Nixon, Kissinger, and the Shah offers a detailed
account of three key historical episodes in the
Nixon-Kissinger-Pahlavi partnership that shaped
the global Cold War far beyond Iran's borders. It
examines the emergence of Iranian primacy in
the Persian Gulf as the Nixon administration
looked to the shah to fill the vacuum created by
the British withdrawal from the region in 1971.
It then turns to the peak of the partnership after
Nixon and Kissinger's historic 1972 visit to Iran,
when the shah succeeded in drawing the United
States into his covert war against Iraq in
Kurdistan. Finally, it focuses on the decline of
the partnership under Nixon's successor, Gerald
Ford, through a history of the failed negotiations
from 1974 to 1976 for an agreement on U.S.

nuclear exports to Iran. Taken together, these
episodes map the rise of the fall of Iran's Cold
War partnership with the United States during
the decade of superpower détente, Vietnam, and
Watergate.

The King of Oil - Daniel Ammann 2010-11-09
Billionaire oil trader Marc Rich for the first time
talks at length about his private life (including
his expensive divorce from wife Denise); his
invention of the spot oil market, which made his
fortune and changed the world economy; his
lucrative and unpublicized dealings with
Ayatollah Khomeini's Iran, Fidel Castro's Cuba,
war-ravaged Angola, and apartheid South Africa;
his quiet cooperation with the Israeli and U.S.
governments (even after he was indicted for tax
fraud by Rudy Guiliani) and near-comical
attempts by U.S. officials to kidnap him illegally.
This sure-to-make-headlines book is the first no-
holds-barred biography of Rich, who was
famously pardoned by Bill Clinton, and
resurfaced in the news during the confirmation
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hearings of Attorney General Eric Holder. The
King of Oil sheds stunning new light on one of
the most controversial international
businessmen of all time.

The Shah - Abbas Milani 2012-05-22

An Iranian scholar chronicles the life and legacy
of the last Shah of Iran, including his role in the
creation of the modern Islamic republic.

Iran Unveiled - Ali Alfoneh 2013-04-18

Iran is currently experiencing the most
important change in its history since the
revolution of 1979 and the establishment of the
Islamic Republic: The regime in Tehran,
traditionally ruled by the Shia clergy, is
transforming into a military dictatorship
dominated by the officers of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC; Sepah-e
Pasdaran-e Engelab-e Eslami). This
transformation is changing not only the economy
and society in Iran, but also the Islamic
Republic’s relations with the United States and
its allies.

Treacherous Alliance - Trita Parsi 2007-10-01
This award-winning study traces the shifting
relations between Israel, Iran, and the U.S. since
1948—including secret alliances and
treacherous acts. Vitriolic exchanges between
the leaders of Iran and Israel are a disturbingly
common feature of the news cycle. But the real
roots of their enmity mystify Washington
policymakers, leaving no promising pathways to
stability. In Treacherous Alliance, U.S. foreign
policy expert Trita Parsi untangles to complex
and often duplicitous relationship among Israel,
Iran, and the United States from 1948 to the
present. In the process, he reveals shocking
details of unsavory political maneuverings that
have undermined Middle Eastern peace and
disrupted U.S. foreign policy initiatives in the
region. Parsi draws on his unique access to
senior American, Iranian, and Israeli decision
makers to present behind-the-scenes revelations
that will surprise even the most knowledgeable
readers: Iran’s prime minister asks Israel to
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assassinate Khomeini; Israel reaches out to
Saddam Hussein after the Gulf War; the United
States foils Iran’s plan to withdraw support from
Hamas and Hezbollah; and more. Treacherous
Alliance not only revises our understanding of
the recent past, it also spells out a course for the
future. An Arthur Ross Book Award Silver Medal
Winner A Choice Magazine Outstanding
Academic Title

The Art of Sanctions - Richard Nephew
2017-12-12

Nations and international organizations are
increasingly using sanctions as a means to
achieve their foreign policy aims. However,
sanctions are ineffective if they are executed
without a clear strategy responsive to the nature
and changing behavior of the target. In The Art
of Sanctions, Richard Nephew offers a much-
needed practical framework for planning and
applying sanctions that focuses not just on the
initial sanctions strategy but also, crucially, on
how to calibrate along the way and how to

decide when sanctions have achieved maximum
effectiveness. Nephew—a leader in the design
and implementation of sanctions on
Iran—develops guidelines for interpreting
targets’ responses to sanctions based on two
critical factors: pain and resolve. The efficacy of
sanctions lies in the application of pain against a
target, but targets may have significant resolve
to resist, tolerate, or overcome this pain.
Understanding the interplay of pain and resolve
is central to using sanctions both successfully
and humanely. With attention to these two key
variables, and to how they change over the
course of a sanctions regime, policy makers can
pinpoint when diplomatic intervention is likely to
succeed or when escalation is necessary.
Focusing on lessons learned from sanctions on
both Iran and Iraq, Nephew provides
policymakers with practical guidance on how to
measure and respond to pain and resolve in the
service of strong and successful sanctions
regimes.

5/21



The Five Crowns - Andrew Scott Cooper
2023-05-30

A new history of post-WWII Middle East told
through the rise and fall of five royal houses.
Long before Saddam, Khomeini and bin Laden
brought terror and extremism to the region the
Near East was the birthplace of monarchy and
empire. As the Second World War came to a
close and the Cold War proxy battles began, five
monarchies in the region were on the brink.
Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Greece (an
overlooked, yet integral player in the region
during this era) each with their own ruling kings
and queens held close to their crowns even as
the world around them changed. In The Five
Crowns, Andrew Scott Cooper offers a history of
the region that involves, rather than excludes,
the royal families that held power. This is, in
essence, a Game of Thrones times five--a
descriptive, anecdotal narrative of a twilight
world propelled forward by glamorous, outsize
personalities, kings and queens, princes and

princesses, prime ministers and priests, generals
and spies, revolutionaries and traitors, the ones
who fought to the death to win and keep power.
As the battle between communism and
liberalism encroached on the monarchial states,
the royal houses of the East tried everything in
their power to hold onto their status quo, from
secret alliances to treaties to marriages, to
devastating betrayals. Yet, by the end of the 21st
century only one family would remain. Drawing
on a breadth of new research and documents
Cooper reconstructs the last days of monarchy in
the Near East.

Kings and Presidents - Bruce Riedel 2019-03-12
An insider's account of the often-fraught U.S.-
Saudi relationship Saudi Arabia and the United
States have been partners since 1943, when
President Roosevelt met with two future Saudi
monarchs. Subsequent U.S. presidents have had
direct relationships with those kings and their
successors—setting the tone for a special
partnership between an absolute monarchy with
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a unique Islamic identity and the world's most
powerful democracy. Although based in large
part on economic interests, the U.S.-Saudi
relationship has rarely been smooth. Differences
over Israel have caused friction since the early
days, and ambiguities about Saudi
involvement—or lack of it—in the September 11
terrorist attacks against the United States
continue to haunt the relationship. Now, both
countries have new, still-to be-tested leaders in
President Trump and King Salman. Bruce Riedel
for decades has followed these kings and
presidents during his career at the CIA, the
White House, and Brookings. This book offers an
insider's account of the U.S.-Saudi relationship,
with unique insights. Using declassified
documents, memoirs by both Saudis and
Americans, and eyewitness accounts, this book
takes the reader inside the royal palaces, the
holy cities, and the White House to gain an
understanding of this complex partnership.

The Fall of Heaven - Andrew Scott Cooper

2016-08-02

About the rise and fall of Iran's glamorous
Pahlavi dynasty. Traces the Shah's life from
childhood through his ascension to the throne in
1941. Readers get the story of the Shah's
political career alongside the story of his
courtship and marriage to Farah Diba, and an
exclusive look at life inside the palace during the
Iranian Revolution

My Name Is Iran - Iran Davar Ardalan
2010-07-01

A century of family tales from two beloved but
divided homelands, Iran and America Drawing
on her remarkable personal history, NPR
producer Davar Ardalan brings us the lives of
three generations of women and their ordeals
with love, rejection, and revolution. Her
American grandmother's love affair with an
Iranian physician took her from New York to
Iran in 1931. Ardalan herself moved from San
Francsico to rural Iran in 1964 with her Iranian
American parents who barely spoke Farsi. After
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her parents' divorce, Ardalan joined her father in
Brookline, Massachusetts, where he had gone to
make a new life; however improbably, after high
school, Ardalan decided to move back to an
Islamic Iran. When she arrived, she discovered a
world she hardly recognized, and one which
demands a near-complete renunciation of the
freedoms she experienced in the West. In time,
she and her young family make the opposite
migration and discover the difficulties, however
paradoxical, inherent in living a free life in
America.

Iran - Abbas Amanat 2017

A masterfully researched and compelling history
of Iran from the sixteenth century to the twenty-
first

America and Iran - John Ghazvinian 2021

"A history of the relationship between Iran and
America from the 1700s through the current
day"--

The 0il Kings - Andrew Scott Cooper
2012-05-01

Oil Kings offers the first inside look at how an oil
crisis was manipulated by Alan Greenspan,
Donald Rumsfeld, and President Ford (hoping to
secure his re-election), helping to precipitate the
fall of the Shah of Iran in 1979. Andrew Scott
Cooper reveals the fatal struggle between the
"oil kings", both Middle-Eastern and American,
as they jockeyed for power, playing games that
led directly to the rise of Iran's radical anti-
American theocracy, which still exists today. An
intrepid investigative reporter, Andrew Scott
Cooper is the first to access newly declassified
papers, and to interview key people who
formulated US foreign poilicy in that period.
Carefully connecting up the dots, he brilliantly
reconstructs the history of that vexed decade
when the modern world was changed forever.
The Battle of the Ayatollahs in Iran - Alex
Vatanka 2021-04-08

Understanding the foreign policy agenda and
behavior of the Islamic Republic of Iran is a
critical challenge for the world. But where do
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the principal Iranian regime actors come from in
terms of political background, experiences and
interests? Which types of ambitions or policy
conflicts have dominated and shaped foreign
policy debates since 19797 This book explains
the internal policy process in Tehran by
following two regime personalities, Ali
Khamenei, the Supreme Leader, and Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, who before his death in
January 2017 held some of the most powerful
political positions in Iran. No two men have been
more influential in dictating the regime's
decision-making processes since 1979. Yet little
is known about how their competing worldviews
and interests, their key moments of dispute -
both personal or policy-based - or their personal
ambitions have informed the trajectory of
Iranian politics. The book analyzes Khamenei
and Rafsanjani's own words and writings - and
accounts of them given by others - to reveal how
the domestic policy contest has shaped Tehran's
actions on the regional and international stage.

Comprising primary and secondary Iranian
sources - including untapped memoirs,
newspaper reports, and Iranian electronic media
and personal interviews - the book highlights the
principal rivalries over the lifespan of the Islamic
Republic and offers new insights into the present
and future of Iranian foreign policy.

The Life and Times of the Shah - Gholam
Reza Afkhami 2009-01-12

This epic biography, a gripping insider's
account, is a long-overdue chronicle of the life
and times of Mohammad Reza Shah, who ruled
from 1941 to 1979 as the last Iranian monarch.
Gholam Reza Afkhami uses his unparalleled
access to a large number of
individuals—including high-ranking figures in
the shah's regime, members of his family, and
members of the opposition—to depict the
unfolding of the shah's life against the forces
and events that shaped the development of
modern Iran. The first major biography of the
Shah in twenty-five years, this richly detailed
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account provides a radically new perspective on
key events in Iranian history, including the 1979
revolution, U.S.-Iran relations, and Iran's
nuclear program. It also sheds new light on what
now drives political and cultural currents in a
country at the heart of today's most perplexing
geopolitical dilemmas.

Shah of Shahs - Ryszard Kapuscinski
2014-08-06

In Shah of Shahs Kapuscinski brings a
mythographer's perspective and a novelist's
virtuosity to bear on the overthrow of the last
Shah of Iran, one of the most infamous of the
United States' client-dictators, who resolved to
transform his country into "a second America in
a generation," only to be toppled virtually
overnight. From his vantage point at the break-
up of the old regime, Kapuscinski gives us a
compelling history of conspiracy, repression,
fanatacism, and revolution.Translated from the
Polish by William R. Brand and Katarzyna
Mroczkowska-Brand.

Thicker Than Oil - Rachel Bronson 2008-06-05
For fifty-five years, the United States and Saudi
Arabia were solid partners. Then came the 9/11
attacks, which sorely tested that relationship. In
Thicker than Oil, Rachel Bronson reveals why
the partnership became so intimate and how the
countries' shared interests sowed the seeds of
today's most pressing problem--Islamic
radicalism. Drawing on a wide range of archival
material, declassified documents, and interviews
with leading Saudi and American officials, and
including many colorful stories of diplomatic
adventures and misadventures, Bronson
chronicles a history of close, and always
controversial, contacts. She argues that contrary
to popular belief the relationship was never
simply about "oil for security." Saudi Arabia's
geographic location and religiously motivated
foreign policy figured prominently in American
efforts to defeat "godless communism." From
Africa to Afghanistan, Egypt to Nicaragua, the
two worked to beat back Soviet expansion. But
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decisions made for hardheaded Cold War
purposes left behind a legacy that today
enflames the Middle East. Looking forward,
Bronson outlines the challenges confronting the
relationship. The Saudi government faces a
zealous internal opposition bent on America's
and Saudi Arabia's destruction. Yet from the
perspective of both countries, the status quo is
clearly unsustainable.

The Iran Primer - Robin B. Wright 2010

A comprehensive but concise overview of Iran's
politics, economy, military, foreign policy, and
nuclear program. The volume chronicles U.S.-
Iran relations under six American presidents and
probes five options for dealing with Iran.
Organized thematically, this book provides top-
level briefings by 50 top experts on Iran (both
Iranian and Western authors) and is a practical
and accessible "go-to" resource for practitioners,
policymakers, academics, and students, as well
as a fascinating wealth of information for anyone
interested in understanding Iran's pivotal role in

world politics.

Black Gold and Blackmail - Rosemary A.
Kelanic 2020-05-15

Black Gold and Blackmail seeks to explain why
great powers adopt such different strategies to
protect their oil access from politically motivated
disruptions. In extreme cases, such as Imperial
Japan in 1941, great powers fought wars to grab
oil territory in anticipation of a potential
embargo by the Allies; in other instances, such
as Germany in the early Nazi period, states
chose relatively subdued measures like oil
alliances or domestic policies to conserve oil.
What accounts for this variation?
Fundamentally, it is puzzling that great powers
fear oil coercion at all because the global market
makes oil sanctions very difficult to enforce.
Rosemary A. Kelanic argues that two variables
determine what strategy a great power will
adopt: the petroleum deficit, which measures
how much oil the state produces domestically
compared to what it needs for its strategic
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objectives; and disruptibility, which estimates
the susceptibility of a state's oil imports to
military interdiction—that is, blockade. Because
global markets undercut the effectiveness of oil
sanctions, blockade is in practice the only true
threat to great power oil access. That, combined
with the devastating consequences of oil
deprivation to a state's military power, explains
why states fear oil coercion deeply despite the
adaptive functions of the market. Together,
these two variables predict a state's coercive
vulnerability, which determines how willing the
state will be to accept the costs and risks
attendant on various potential strategies. Only
those great powers with large deficits and highly
disruptible imports will adopt the most extreme
strategy: direct control of oil through territorial
conquest.

Saudi Arabia and Iran - Simon Mabon
2015-10-21

In the wake of the 1979 Iranian revolution,
relations between states in the Middle East were

reconfigured and reassessed overnight. Amongst
the most-affected was the relationship between
Iran and Saudi Arabia. The existence of a new
regime in Tehran led to increasingly vitriolic
confrontations between these two states, often
manifesting themselves in the conflicts across
the region, such as those in Lebanon and Iraq,
and more recently in Bahrain and Syria. In order
to shed light upon this rivalry, Simon Mabon
examines the different identity groups within
Saudi Arabia and Iran (made up of various
religions, ethnicities and tribal groupings),
proposing that internal insecurity has an
enormous impact on the wider ideological and
geopolitical competition between the two. With
analysis of this heated and often uneasy
relationship and its impact on the wider Middle
East, this book is vital for those researching
international relations and diplomacy in the
region.

Saudi, Inc.: The Arabian Kingdom's Pursuit
of Profit and Power - Ellen R. Wald 2018-04-03
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A history of the most profitable company in the
world, Saudi Aramco, and the story behind the
family that ruthlessly maneuvered to control this
multi-trillion dollar enterprise. The Saudi royal
family and Aramco leadership are, and almost
always have been, motivated by ambitions of
long-term strength and profit. They use Islamic
law, traditional ideology, and harsh justice to
maintain stability and their own power, but
underneath the thobes and abayas and behind
the religious fanaticism and illiberalism lies a
most sophisticated and ruthless business
enterprise. Today, that corporation is poised to
pull off the biggest IPO in history. Over more
than a century, fed by ambition and oil wealth, al
Saud, as the royal family is known, has come
from next to nothing to rule as absolute
monarchs, a contrast with the world around
them and modernity itself. The story starts with
Saudi Arabia's founder, Abdul Aziz, a lowly
refugee embarking on a daring gambit to
reconquer his family's ancestral home?the mud-

walled city of Riyadh. It takes readers almost to
present day, when the multinational family
business has made al Saud the wealthiest family
in the world and on the cusp of a new
transformation. Now al Saud and its family
business, Aramco, are embarking on their most
ambitious move: taking the company public and
preparing the country for the next generation.
Three Kings - Lloyd C. Gardner 2011-04

Three Kings reveals a story of America's
scramble for political influence, oil concessions,
and a new military presence based on airpower
and generous American aid to shaky regimes in
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, and Iraq. Marshaling
new and revelatory evidence from the archives,
Lloyd Gardner deftly weaves together three
decades of U.S. moves in the region to offer the
first history of America's efforts to supplant the
British empire in the Middle East. From the
early efforts to support and influence the Saudi
regime (including the creation of
Dhahranairbase, the target of Osama bin
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Laden's first terrorist attack in 1996) and the
CIA-engineered coup in Iran to Nasser's Egypt
and, finally, the rise of Iraq as a major petroleum
power, Three Kings is "a valuable contribution to
our understanding of our still-deepening
involvement in this region" (Booklist).As
American policy makers and military planners
grapple with the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq,
Gardner uncovers the largely hidden story of
how the United States got into the Middle East
in the first place.

Saudi Arabia and Iran - Banafsheh Keynoush
2016-04-08

The mesmerizing story of two countries caught
in history whose rivalry can destroy the world or
restore its peace, this is the first book to
untangle the complex relationship of Saudi
Arabia and Iran by rejecting heated rhetoric and
looking at the real roots of the issue to promise
pathways to peace.

The Last Shah - Ray Takeyh 2021-01-26

The surprising story of Iran's transformation

from America's ally in the Middle East into one
of its staunchest adversaries "An original
interpretation that puts Iranian actors where
they belong: at center stage."--Michael Doran,
Wall Street Journal "For the clearest view of Iran
for the last 100 years, this book is it."--Marvin
Zonis, author of Majestic Failure: The Fall of the
Shah Offering a new view of one of America's
most important, infamously strained, and widely
misunderstood relationships of the postwar era,
this book tells the history of America and Iran
from the time the last shah, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, was placed on the throne in 1941 to the
1979 revolution that brought the present
Islamist government to power. This revolution
was not, as many believe, the popular overthrow
of a powerful and ruthless puppet of the United
States; rather, it followed decades of corrosion
of Iran's political establishment by an autocratic
ruler who demanded fealty but lacked the
personal strength to make hard decisions and,
ultimately, lost the support of every sector of
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Iranian society. Esteemed Middle East scholar
Ray Takeyh provides new interpretations of
many key events--including the 1953 coup
against Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadeq
and the rise of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini--
significantly revising our understanding of

America and Iran's complex and difficult history.

The World Book Encyclopedia - 2002

An encyclopedia designed especially to meet the
needs of elementary, junior high, and senior
high school students.

The Coup - Ervand Abrahamian 2013-11-05

An “absorbing” account of the CIA’s 1953 coup
in Iran—essential reading for anyone concerned
about Iran’s role in the world today (Harper’s
Magazine). In August 1953, the Central
Intelligence Agency orchestrated the swift
overthrow of Iran’s democratically elected
leader and installed Muhammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi in his place. When the 1979 Iranian
Revolution deposed the shah and replaced his
puppet government with a radical Islamic

republic under Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the
shift reverberated throughout the Middle East
and the world, casting a long, dark shadow over
United States-Iran relations that extends to the
present day. In this authoritative new history of
the coup and its aftermath, noted Iran scholar
Ervand Abrahamian uncovers little-known
documents that challenge conventional
interpretations and sheds new light on how the
American role in the coup influenced diplomatic
relations between the two countries, past and
present. Drawing from the hitherto closed
archives of British Petroleum, the Foreign
Office, and the US State Department, as well as
from Iranian memoirs and published interviews,
Abrahamian’s riveting account of this key
historical event will change America’s
understanding of a crucial turning point in
modern United States-Iranian relations. A
Choice Outstanding Academic Title “Not only is
this book important because of its presentation
of history. It is also important because it might
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be predicting the future.” —Counterpunch
“Subtle, lucid, and well-proportioned.” —The
Spectator “A valuable corrective to previous
work and an important contribution to Iranian
history.” —American Historical Review

A Brief History of Saudi Arabia - James
Wynbrandt 2014-05-14

An important U.S. ally in the Middle East

The Prize - Daniel Yergin 2012-09-11

The Prize recounts the panoramic history of oil --

and the struggle for wealth power that has
always surrounded oil. This struggle has shaken
the world economy, dictated the outcome of
wars, and transformed the destiny of men and
nations. The Prize is as much a history of the
twentieth century as of the oil industry itself.
The canvas of this history is enormous -- from
the drilling of the first well in Pennsylvania
through two great world wars to the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait and Operation Desert Storm.
The cast extends from wildcatters and rogues to
oil tycoons, and from Winston Churchill and Ibn

Saud to George Bush and Saddam Hussein. The
definitive work on the subject of oil and a major
contribution to understanding our century, The
Prize is a book of extraordinary breadth, riveting
excitement -- and great importance.

The King's Messenger - David B Ottaway
2010-07-23

"Just how oil, arms, and Allah have served over
time either to bind or sunder the United States
and Saudi Arabia relationship is the focus of this
book," writes David Ottaway, who has chronicled
"the special relationship" over the course of
three decades at the Washington Post. No two
governments and societies could be more
different, and yet we have been bound together
since1945 by vital national security interests,
based on a simple quid pro quo: Saudi oil at
reasonable prices in return for U.S. protection of
the House of Saud from all foreign foes.
However, the balance points of the relationship-
often tenuous even in peacetime-have been
fractured by the attacks of 9/11 and the U.S.'s
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subsequent invasion of Iraq: the price of oil has
skyrocketed and Saudi Arabia has been
powerless to stop its rise; the U.S. invasion of
Iraq has unleashed the prospect of a Shi'ite-
dominated regime allied to Iran on Sunni Saudi
Arabia's borders; and militant elements within
Saudi Arabia are ever more threatening. Not
since the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran has the
House of Saud felt itself in such peril, and the
Saudis have not forgotten the inability, or
unwillingness, of the U.S. to save the Shah.
Nobody has been more emblematic of the Saudi-
U.S. relationship, nobody has been at its center
for longer, than Prince Bandar, the first Saud
royal ever to serve as ambassador to
Washington. David Ottaway's personal
connection to the prince has allowed him
unparalleled insight into the complex geopolitics
that govern and have governed Saudi Arabia's
dance with the United States, and his book,
coming at a crucial juncture, will examine what
new common ground may be found between the

two countries, and what may ultimately pull
them apart.

Blood & Oil - Manucher Farmanfarmaian
2005-12-13

PEN/West Award Finalist " Told with energy,
perception and great charm. . . . For anyone who
wants to . . . gain insight into the great cultural
and political richness of Iran, past, present and
future, this book is a marvelous introduction." --
Fred Halliday, Los Angeles Times Iran was the
first country in the Middle East to develop an oil
industry, and oil has been central to its
tumultuous twentieth-century history. A finalist
for the PEN/West Award, Blood and Oil tells the
epic inside story of the battle for Iranian oil. A
prominent member of one of Iran's most
powerful aristocratic families--so feared by
Khomeini that the entire clan was blacklisted--
Prince Manucher Farmanfarmaian was raised in
a harem at the heart of Iran's imperial court.
With wit and provocative detail, he describes the
days when he served as the Shah's oil adviser
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and pioneered the partnership that resulted in
OPEC. Beautifully written and epic in its scope,
this scintillating memoir provides a fascinating
history of modern Iran. " Distinguished by its
political acumen, historical sense, and vividness
of description and anecdote. It is also notable for
a wry sense of humour. . . . Amid the euphoria
about the development of the oilfields of Central
Asia and the Transcaucasus, [its] lesson should
be kept in mind." --Anatol Lieven, Financial
Times "A book of stunning beauty . . . One of the
best accounts of the cultural and political life of
modern Iran, it is exquisite and intimate,
rendered with art-istry and detail." --Fouad
Ajami

The Rise and Fall of OPEC in the Twentieth
Century - Giuliano Garavini 2019

The most comprehensive history of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and of its members, this study
takes the reader from the formation of the first
petrostate in the world, Venezuela, in the late

1920s, to the global ascent of petrostates and
OPEC during the 1970s, to their crisis in the
late-1980s and early- 1990s.

A Single Roll of the Dice - Trita Parsi
2012-01-24

Have the diplomatic efforts of the Obama
administration toward Iran failed? Was the Bush
administration's emphasis on military
intervention, refusal to negotiate, and pursuit of
regime change a better approach? How can the
United States best address the ongoing turmoil
in Tehran? This book provides a definitive and
comprehensive analysis of the Obama
administration's early diplomatic outreach to
Iran and discusses the best way to move toward
more positive relations between the two
discordant states. Trita Parsi, a Middle East
foreign policy expert with extensive Capitol Hill
and United Nations experience, interviewed 70
high-ranking officials from the U.S., Iran,
Europe, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Brazil—including the top American and Iranian
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negotiators—for this book. Parsi uncovers the
previously unknown story of American and
Iranian negotiations during Obama's early years
as president, the calculations behind the two
nations' dealings, and the real reasons for their
current stalemate. Contrary to prevailing
opinion, Parsi contends that diplomacy has not
been fully tried. For various reasons, Obama's
diplomacy ended up being a single roll of the
dice. It had to work either immediately—or not
at all. Persistence and perseverance are keys to
any negotiation. Neither Iran nor the U.S. had
them in 2009.

The Oil Kings - Andrew Scott Cooper 2012-09-11
Reveals the covert agreements that prompted
America's decision to switch allegiance from
Iran to Saudi Arabia as a dominant Middle-East
oil supplier, citing the contributions of key
players from Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger
to the Shah and Gerald Ford while explaining
how choices in the 1970s set the stage for Iran's
Islamic revolution.

King's Dream - Eric J. Sundquist 2009-01-06
“Sundquist’s careful, thoughtful study unearths
new and fascinating evidence of the rhetorical
traditions in King’s speech.”—Drew D. Hansen,
author of The Dream: Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and the Speech That Inspired a Nation “I have a
dream”—no words are more widely recognized,
or more often repeated, than those called out
from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial by
Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1963. King’s speech,
elegantly structured and commanding in tone,
has become shorthand not only for his own life
but for the entire civil rights movement. In this
new exploration of the “I Have a Dream” speech,
Eric J. Sundquist places it in the history of
American debates about racial justice—debates
as old as the nation itself—and demonstrates
how the speech, an exultant blend of grand
poetry and powerful elocution, perfectly
expressed the story of African American
freedom. This book is the first to set King’s
speech within the cultural and rhetorical
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traditions on which the civil rights leader drew
in crafting his oratory, as well as its essential
historical contexts, from the early days of the
republic through present-day Supreme Court
rulings. At a time when the meaning of the
speech has been obscured by its appropriation
for every conceivable cause, Sundquist clarifies
the transformative power of King’s “Second
Emancipation Proclamation” and its continuing
relevance for contemporary arguments about
equality. “The [‘'] Have a Dream’] speech and all
that surrounds it—background and
consequences—are brought magnificently to life
... In this book he gives us drama and emotion,
a powerful sense of history combined with
illuminating scholarship.”—The New York Times
Book Review (Editor’s Choice)

Yemen Endures - Ginny Hill 2017

The war in Yemen is finally coming under
scrutiny as the West considers its controversial
dealings with Saudi Arabia.

The Fall of Heaven - Andrew Scott Cooper

2016-08-02

An immersive, gripping account of the rise and
fall of Iran's glamorous Pahlavi dynasty, written
with the cooperation of the late Shah's widow,
Empress Farah, Iranian revolutionaries and US
officials from the Carter administration In this
remarkably human portrait of one of the
twentieth century's most complicated
personalities, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Andrew
Scott Cooper traces the Shah's life from
childhood through his ascension to the throne in
1941. He draws the turbulence of the post-war
era during which the Shah survived
assassination attempts and coup plots to build a
modern, pro-Western state and launch Iran onto
the world stage as one of the world's top five
powers. Readers get the story of the Shah's
political career alongside the story of his
courtship and marriage to Farah Diba, who
became a power in her own right, the beloved
family they created, and an exclusive look at life
inside the palace during the Iranian Revolution.
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Cooper's investigative account ultimately
delivers the fall of the Pahlavi dynasty through
the eyes of those who were there: leading
Iranian revolutionaries; President Jimmy Carter
and White House officials; US Ambassador
William Sullivan and his staff in the American
embassy in Tehran; American families caught up
in the drama; even Empress Farah herself, and
the rest of the Iranian Imperial family. Intimate
and sweeping at once, The Fall of Heaven
recreates in stunning detail the dramatic and
final days of one of the world's most legendary
ruling families, the unseating of which helped
set the stage for the current state of the Middle
East.

The Secret World of Oil - Ken Silverstein
2014-05-13

The oil industry provides the lifeblood of modern
civilization, and bestselling books have been
written about the industry and even individual
companies in it, like ExxonMobil. But the
modern oil industry is an amazingly shady

meeting ground of fixers, gangsters, dictators,
competing governments, and multinational
corporations, and until now, no book has set out
to tell the story of this largely hidden world. The
global fleet of some 11,000 tankers—that's
tripled during the past decade—moves
approximately 2 billion metric tons of oil
annually. And every stage of the route, from
discovery to consumption, is tainted by
corruption and violence, even if little of that is
visible to the public. Based on trips to New York,
Washington, Houston, London, Paris, Geneva,
Phnom Penh, Dakar, Lagos, Baku, and Moscow,
among other far-flung locals, The Secret World
of Oil includes up-close portraits of a shadowy
Baku-based trader; a high-flying London fixer;
and an oil dictator's playboy son who has to
choose one of his eleven luxury vehicles when he
heads out to party in Los Angeles. Supported by
funding from the prestigious Open Society, this
is both an entertaining global travelogue and a
major work of investigative reporting.
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